Project Abstract

Pocahontas is a well known figure in American history, whose
contributions to the forming of America have been taught to children
for years. However, students are rarely asked to understand more
than mere “facts” about her life, which achieves little toward revealing
the genuine person. The exploitation of Pocahontas’ life in
contemporary films further obscures the true nature of the young
woman and romanticizes the events into a legend which becomes the
“stuff” of little girls’ fantasies. While research will dispel many of the
Disney film’s inaccuracies, young children are seldom expected to
engage in such activities.

In this instructional kit, students are encouraged to look more deeply
to discover the real Pocahontas. Through a series of images and
activities students build historical comprehension, understand the
cross-Atlantic movements of Pocahontas, and begin to evaluate the
events of the past in their historical context rather than through
today’s norms and values.



